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A word from your President; Maryann Horan
Wow! What a year it has been. Some members of the Club started this year gearing up to watch
the Rugby 6 Nations Tournament that generally kicks off early February, and wraps up around St.
Patrick’s Day. Most Saturdays throughout that period myself and a few other faithful rugby fans
get together at the Isles of Innisfree, drink several cups of tea, share some delicious snacks, and
spiritedly cheer on (otherwise known as shout at the TV) the Irish rugby team. For me, it’s an
annual tradition that I very much look forward to. This year, however, the 6 Nations tournament
was cut short, and we missed out on some of those fun Saturday mornings.
On March 9th, we sent an announcement cancelling our March 14th St. Patrick’s Day dinner
dance, for the first time. This was a difficult decision for the Executive to make, but of course the
safety of everyone was the most important thing to consider. Again, another occasion where we
missed the opportunity to relish in our cultural traditions, and enjoy the company of the people
we have celebrated with year-over-year.
On this, it would be remiss not to acknowledge the exceptional way the Croation Club responded
to our cancellation. They were fully supportive, and supported us when the event was cancelled.
Our August occasion; the golf tournament, was skipped. This is the summertime fun that we
look forward to enjoying, and catching up with people we haven’t seen in a while.
If there is one thing that can be considered a “positive” from 2020, it is that we have been reminded not to take for granted the people in our lives, and that it is those people who bring those traditions we look forward to enjoying, to life.
Wishing you all a safe and rejuvenating time with your family (even if it’s just virtually) this
Christmas!

From our dedicated Vice President; Peter Monaghan
I was born in Navan, Co. Meath in the late forties. I suppose anyone born then, or during the
fifties and early sixties probably had a great childhood. We had no money, but who needed it with
the freedom that we had. The town and surrounding countryside were our playground.
We had two great rivers running through our town. The rivers Boyne and Blackwater were our
swimming pools from early May until late September. We left early in the morning from our homes
and returned at dusk. No one would come looking for you. We did not have life jackets. The older
lads would throw you in and it was sink or swim. We learned to swim very early!
Most Sundays in the summer we went by train to Laytown. That was an amazing adventure for the
entire family. To go swimming in the Irish sea - wow, life was good! What I remember most about
these trips was having lunch on the strand. We would make a fire and boil the old kettle for the tea.
The sandwiches would be in greaseproof paper and then wrapped in old newspapers. No matter
how many layers of wrapping was used, it always seemed we could never escape the gritty sand that
became part of your sandwich.
Going to the pictures (movies) for a Sunday matinee was another big treat. If it was a western
theme with actors such as Roy Rogers, Hop-along Cassidy and Gabby Hayes, we would exit the
theatre at a gallop, slapping our bottoms and re-living what we had just seen on the big screen. Of
course, bows and arrows were part of our props. We also carved wooden swords which prompted
the grownups to say they didn't know which one of us would lose an eye, but one of us would for
sure! Thankfully, and miraculously, that didn't happen.
We enjoyed freedom and innocence that is, unfortunately, forever lost. We walked along railway
tracks and when a train was coming, we just stepped to one side until the train passed and then
continued on. When driving in cars we never had seat belts and the backseat was packed with
many little bodies. We rode in the back of trucks . We drank from a garden hose. No one got sick.
We rode our bikes with no helmets. In the winter we used a piece of plastic or cardboard to go
sledding down the hills. Nearly everyone in the town knew who you were. You were very unlikely
to misbehave as it was guaranteed to get back to your parents.

The May devotions were very important in our church, and of course you had to attend church
every night of the week. This was viewed by us as an extreme hardship and we felt justified to miss
occasionally. A problem that this caused was that you would not know what the sermon was about
and it was guaranteed you would be quizzed when you got home. Time to find a friend who had
gone and could tell you enough so that no one would learn that you weren't exactly where you
should have been! I was an altar boy for nine years and sang in the choir for seven. I think that
helped me get away with more than others did.
I could go on and on, but I will save that for another time.
In closing, I would like to wish each and every one of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy,
Healthy New Year.

Greetings from your Benevolent Coordinator; Edie Keeley
What a year it has been - it started out with us hearing all about the pandemic in Italy on every
news report, and then it hit Ireland after they had an Italian school football team visit Dublin. As
we were preparing to celebrate Saint Patrick's Day we got stopped in our tracks. We were
warned to get home (if we were away), and stay home.
The COVID-19 had hit Ontario and it's been here ever sense! There was a sad news story every
month: April saw the big shooting in Portapic Annapolis Valley, Nova Scotia where
Jim Keeley hails from. Month of May saw the Canadian helicopter go down overseas, killing seven
Air Force persons. The month of June saw snowbird accident crash out in BC, killing three persons.
But, onto some good news! We have three members of our Club who have reached the lovely age of
93 years old: Pat Crowe, Margaret Lumley and Alphie Armstrong. Hip-hip-hooray! Also good
news, there’s a new President in the USA so maybe the snowbirds can return.
We have extended sympathy to many members and their families on recent death of their loved
ones: Alphie Armstrong and his family on the death of his wife and their Mother, Eileen. To the
O’Reilly family on the death of their Father and husband, Bob. Condolences were also sent to the
Wallace family on the death of their husband and Father, Glen. Sympathy also to the family of
Tom O’Brien, who died last October. Also sympathies sent to the family of Gabriel Schjerning, and
Tim Murphy, who both died these past months. Sympathy was extended to the family of Essie
Byrne and to the Belfry family on the death of their wife and Mother. Condolences were also sent
to the Monaghan family on the death of Jim Monaghan, brother of Peter and Joe. May their sweet
souls all rest in peace.
Get well cards were sent to a number of our members – we wish them all a good recovery and hope
to see them out and about soon. We want to wish Pat Courtney a speedy recovery and ask that he
is kept in your prayers over the Christmas season.
A big welcome to Mary Ecclestone, Phil and family, who had moved to Sudbury to be with their
Mom, Pat, who all have moved to Paris St. Pat has just published at lovely book of poems. We wish
them all a big welcome at this Christmas time.

Some life lessons:
Planning ahead - make sure you're wearing clean underwear in case you're in an accident!
Contortionism - look at that dirt on the back of your neck.
Religion - you better pray that this comes out of the carpet!
Newsworthy - "The Devil’s Device”. Researchers in Australia have observed small, hornlike
bone spurs on the heads of some teenage cell phone users, perhaps because excessive use in the
forward tilted position causes changes in the Growth Dynamics of the skull. The study has a
number of flaws, but millions of parents are saying "We told you so!”
Now, I wish you all a nice Christmas and a healthy and Peaceful new year.
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A word from your Youth Dance Coordinator; Pamela Colasimone
2020 has been a year like no other. Our Irish Dancers had all of their March shows abruptly
cancelled as COVID emerged. What was to be a two-week school shut down extended into the
summer and as such, our dance season never formally resumed.
However, I have had many messages over the past several months from
parents letting me know that their child continues to dance around the
house, practicing their sevens, skips and up two threes. As well, several
dancers opted to do online virtual sessions this fall as they wait for dance
classes to resume.
I am happy to announce that we are currently planning for an
abbreviated season beginning in the New Year. We are still working out
the details but hope to have dancers in small cohorts, focus on
individual solo steps and have some fun while still maintaining health
and safety protocols.
Please email Pam at irishdancesudbury@gmail.com for more information. I came across this little
gem at the beginning of COVID and just had to share:
If Irish dance teachers were in charge of enforcing quarantine, this whole Pandemic thing
would be over by now. Everyone would know their place to stand. They would be aware of
their spacing (6 feet apart). No one would be touching their faces because their hands would
be held tight at their side. AND they would do all of this with the smile on their face!
Merry Christmas everyone,

Pamela

Greetings from your LONG standing Public Relations Man; George Courtney
Hi Sports Fans,
This has not been a great year for sports with Covid-19 lurking out there. We were not able to meet
at the Isles of Innisfree to have a chat and watch sports. Some sports were canceled and did not
finish until late in the year.
As this newsletter is going to print, the two All Ireland Championship finals Hurling and Gaelic
Football will be decided on the on the 13th of December between two great teams from Munster,
namely Limerick and Waterford, Galway did not make it to the final...and Edie Keeley was very
upset. Next year, Edie.
Football
It’s those Culchies from Mayo v the poor orphans from Dublin. You can get this Match on
facebook on the 20th of December at a small price. Dublin are going for their 6th All Ireland in a
row.
Soccer
Liverpool are the Premier League Champions, and rightfully so. They deserved it, they had a great
team and played entertaining football.
Here's one for the books—Leeds Utd won the Championship Division One. They got promoted to
the Premiership and are holding their own so far this year. This has been Jimmy Simpson’s team
since he was young boy in County Cavan.
These sports are ongoing, and can be seen on DAZN sports...they carry every sport on the map,
including Rugby.
And talking about rugby, Ireland did not do well in the 6 Nations of Rugby. England took the roses.
They were a big powerful team, but watch for Ireland in February 2021 when the 6 Nations starts
up again. We have a number of good young players coming up.
That all for now folks.
May Peace and Plenty
Be the first to lift
The Latch on your door
And may happiness be guided
To your Home by the Candle of Christmas

A word from your very LONG-STANDING Secretary; Patty Mearni
Looking out the window this morning, it truly looks like a “Winter Wonderland” - the sun is
shining, the roads are plowed - beautiful scenery…

Add to this the brightly coloured outdoor lights of Christmas that almost magically appear daily as
the day darkens - in this year 2020 [a different year for sure], hope blooms…
Christmas will come, different but it will be there [even the Grinch can’t take it away] - family and
friends are a phone call, virtual visit away Some of us have family close by, some will join a household, and some will visit virtually…
Take the time to look for Christmas this year… Christmas memories are those we cherish… I read a
“Christmas” wish the other day - “I wish you a Merry Christmas, and say it like a prayer. When you
wake Christmas morning, may all you wish be there” - they will be in our hearts...
Merry Christmas to all those near and far…

A word from your Membership Coordinator; Maureen Horan
Hello everyone,
As 2020 has been a pretty much non-social year for all of us, we haven't had much opportunity to
enjoy being a member of the Irish Heritage Club.
A lot of our members are now gratis members over the age of 80. We are very grateful for those
members, as it is them who have put years of effort into cultivating what we enjoy today.
Hopefully, 2021 will be a better year and allow us to start socializing again. St. Patrick’s Day might
not be possible but by golf tournament time, we could be well on our way to back to “normal days”.
Anyone wishing to send in their membership for 2021 is most welcome to do so.
All of our memebership information can be assessed on our website:
http://irishheritageclubofsudbury.ca/membership.html

Memberships are
$25 for family
$15 for individuals
Wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas season and the best of health and happiness for 2021!
And everyone stay safe!

